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HOUSE PASSES AGGRESSIVE AGENDA

Balanced Budget with No New Taxes and Statewide Lottery Enacted

The Tennessee House of
Representatives had a chal-
lenging but good year, taking
into account the situation we
faced when we brst arrived.

In January, we set as our
goal to do our business, bal-
ance the budget with no new
taxes and go home. We did
just that.

The citizens of Tennessee
spoke loudly in the last elec-
tion. They wanted a state
lottery and a budget with no
new taxes. Your legislators
heard this plea and achieved
the public mandate.

In these difbcult bscal
times, the House stressed sup-
port of a conservative and fair
budget with no new taxes.
We have sought to live within
our means while still present-
ing legislation to address im-
portant policy issues.

In addition to these items,
the House also set forth policy
areas with specipc legislation

to address issues affecting the
people of Tennessee.

Believing Tennesseans
want the state to be efbcient
& accountable, healthy & safe
and educated & competitive,
we developed an aggressive
set of initiatives which were
accomplished over the course
of the session.

Working with Governor
Bredesen, the General Assem-
bly has taken steps toward
getting Tennessee headed

back in the right direction.
These are only the prst of many
steps, however.

Next year, upon our return
in January, we must continue
to work with the Governor in
tightening our pscal belt. If
the economy does not turn
around, it is probable we will
face another difpcult year.
We must continue to live within
our means while still providing
necessary services to the citi-
zens of Tennessee. «

Accomplishments of the 2003 session of the General Assembly:
\/ Balanced the budget with no new taxes
\/ Protected our investment in education by fully funding the BEP
\/ Began to address the Teacher Equity Lawsuit with a $27 million

down payment

\/ Passed the Lottery Implementation and Lottery Scholarship bills

\/ Gave the Governor the tools he needs to get TennCare back on
the right track

\/ Implemented a Preferred Drug List

\/ Passed the Streamlined Sales Tax Bill

\/ Passed Government Accountability Legislation

\/  Fully funded Homeland Security measures
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2003 Legislative Accomplishments
Accountable Government

This session, the House passed a Balanced Budget with No New Taxes along with three key government ac-
countability measures:

Toughened Campaign Disclosure by creating an internet-based electronic pling process;

Convict of Interest Disclosures requiring all legislative and executive branch ofpcials disclose consulting con-
tracts with persons or businesses currently doing business with the State of Tennessee; and,

Increased Oversight by requiring the Fiscal Review Committee to review sole-source contracts.

Homeland Security Measures

In addition to fully funding the Governoris recommendation for Homeland
Security, the House also passed legislation that provides more protection at
home and legislation to provide relief to troops serving in Operation Iraqi
Freedom.

Nursing Home Accountability

The General Assembly joined with the AARP and passed the Nursing Home Compassion, Accountability, Re-
spect and Enforcement Reform Act. This Act placed more reporting requirements in the law regarding nursing home
inspection and enforcement activities. It requires the reports to be placed promptly on the Internet so it is immedi-
ately available to the public. Additional authority was also given to place Nursing Homes on probation and to impose
increased penalties for violations.

Tools to Stabilize TennCare

The key component of the TennCare legislation this year was the Preferred Drug List (HB 1650)
which | was pleased to co-sponsor. Formulating this bill, we joined with Governor Bredesen in imple-
menting a Preferred Drug List, which will in effect provide a mechanism for the state to save literally
millions of dollars on Tenncare and other prescription drug purchases. Savings have been estimated
to go up to $150 million, state and federal dollars, on an annualized basis once it is fully implemented.

The goal of this legislation is to offer direction to the administration in negotiations concerning
state purchase of prescription drugs and ultimately to aid in lowering prescription drug costs to the state.

0Getting the stateds pnancial :]
house back in orderismy g
top priority in Nashville. If we l‘,
fail to restore a stable and 7
responsible state budget, it
will threaten the progress
Anderson County has
achieved over the last 20
years in education and
economic development.6

SERVING ANDERSON COUNTY
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Hackworth Leg

Islation Hel

ps Anderson County

This session, | was pleased to co-sponsor several pieces of legislation that | campaignhed on
and that will directly help Anderson County and its citzens. Among them are:

Utility Relocation Bill which will save Anderson County a projected $3.6 million, not only covering the
cost of the West End road project in Oak Ridge but also picking up the utility relocation costs for any future
state highway projects in Anderson County;

Reappraisal Bill which will save Oak Ridge around $10,000 per year and enable Oak Ridge, Anderson
and Roane Counties to strengthen negotiations for DOE in lieu of tax payments;

Windmill Bill which adds approximately $225,000 in new revenue for Anderson County and will help offfset
the need for future county tax increases;

Vocational Home Building Bill which reinstated the teaching tool and allows the sale of a
home to provide money for the purchasing of material to build the next home; and,

Economic Development Study Bill which will encourage more economic development in all
areas of Tennessee, including Anderson County, with meetings planned across the state to gather information
and ideas to make Tennessee more competitive.

0As a 5th generation Anderson
Countian, | am committed to our
community. | believe the best way to
represent you in Nashville is to listen
to your opinions and make the hard
decisions you ask me to make. My
door is always open, and | appreciate
hearing from you on the issues you care
about. Together, we can make sure
Anderson County continues to prosper.o §

Lottery Legislation Approved

Both Bills dealing with the
Lottery received a ful, fair and
open debate, and as we look
at the bnal vote each received
overwhelming bipartisan support.
Aside from the annual budget, the
largest issue involving education
during this session of the legislature
was the Lottery Implementation
legislation. As we developed our
lottery, we were carefully reviewing
the Georgia model. The referendum
to create a state lottery program
was overwhelmingly approved by
voters last November, and it was our
responsibility to give Tennesseans the

best lottery possible.
The House approved

the
legislation creating the mechanism for
a statewide lottery and the manner
to distribute it each by over a two-

to-one margin. The implementation
Bill passed by a margin of 73 to 24
and the scholarship bill passed by a
margin of 77 to 20.

The House stood brm in our

commitment to spend the lottery
proceeds fully on Tennesseeds
students. Our goal has been to

reinvest the lottery money in as many
of our students as possible. To this end,
the House supported yearly awards

to Tennesseels students seeking an
education at Tennessee institutions.
Whether public or private, two-
year or four-year institutions, every
oeligibleé Tennessean may receive
some benept from this scholarship.

Signed into law by the
Governor on June 11, it is our
intention that a lottery program be
operational by the beginning of
next year. Hopefully, tickets will be
available shortly after the New Yeatr,
and scholarships will be awarded the
following fall.

COMMITTED TO LISTENING TO AND REPRESENTING YOUR VIEWS






